NEW DELHI
MONDAY
NOVEMBER 03, 2025

Hindustan Times

SPORT

y 2R - "'.k’

INDIA LIFT CUP OF DREAMS

Shafali seizes her moment
with allround performance

Deepti’s fifer, Shafali’s
show with bat and
ball help the women’s
team win its first ODI
World Cup inits third
appearance in final

MUMBALI: With the entire sta-
dium’s eyes fixed on her, Aman-
jotKaur ran to her left to get her
hands under the skier by Laura
Wolvaardt off the first ball of the
42nd over. In a heart-stopping
moment for the 45,000 home
fans at the DY Patil Stadium, the
ball popped out of Amanjot’s
palms on the first attempt, and
the second attempt, but the India
allrounder kept her eyes on the
ball and plucked it the third time,
taking the most important catch
of the game, ending the South
Africa captain’s valiant innings.

Kapil Dev’s running catch off
Viv Richards in the 1983 World
Cup final is still spoken about,
and given the importance of
Amanjot’s effort in the Women’s
ODI World Cup final, it will also
become part of the cricketing
folklore.

India avoided the spectacular
to play percentage cricket to
trump South Africa, creating his-
tory with their first World Cup
triumph. They backed a batting
performance of controlled
aggression with a fine all-round
bowling show for a convincing
52-run win at the packed Navi
Mumbai Stadium on Sunday.

With South Africa needing 79
runs from 54 balls and Wol-
vaardt (101) in the zone
and playing a great
anchor role - she hit a
sensational 169 in the
semis — everyone at the
DY Patil Stadium were
on the edge of their

well to get to a total of

298/7 but the SA opener had
taken the chase to the hosts with
the fighting century off 96 balls.

But off the first ball of the next
over, seasoned off-spinner Deepti
Sharma gave the ball air and
Wolvaardt fell into the trap, mis-
judging the bounce while going
for a mighty heave to sky to deep
mid-wicket. The fall of their cap-
tain at 220, with 79 more needed,
doused SA’s resistance.

With Sachin Tendulkar and
Rohit Sharma present in the
stands, Harmanpreet Kaur’s
team played with composure,
never letting the pressure of a
home final get to them. In the
end, they gave the record crowd
which had braved a two-hour
delayed start due to rains memo-
ries of a lifetime.

Asked to bat first, Shafali
Verma rose to the occasion.
Drafted in as injury replacement
for Pratika Rawal, she made her
comeback count with a 78-ball
87 to set the foundation in a 104-
run opening partnership with
Smriti Mandhana.

It was a day when Shafali
could do no wrong. Thrown the
ball by Harman, she derailed the
SA chase with a double strike.
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CRUCIAL STANDS FOR INDIA
1sT WKT

runs 104 (106)

smriti 45(58)

2ND WKT

Runs 62 (62)

Shafali 38(30)

6TH WKT

Runs 47 (35)

Deepti 1Bm) -

When SA were rebuilding
through a third wicket stand of
52 off 51 balls between Wolvaardt
and Sune Luus, she got Luus
caught and bowled. In the next
over, she got the big scalp of
Marizanne Kapp.

The stars of the semis, Jem-
imah Rodrigues and Harman
couldn’t repeat their heroics, but
Deepti Sharma and
Richa Ghosh ensured
India didn’t waste the
good work of their open-
ers with innings of 58
(58b) and 34 (24b)
respectively. Deepti took
charge running through
the SA innings, taking
five of the last six wickets, the
other dismissal being a run out.
She finished with 5/39.

For South Africa, Wolvaardt
was a one-woman army. As
wickets fell at the other end, she
refused to throw in the towel. SA
were very much in the hunt with
149 needed from the last 20
overs, but they had lost half their
side.

The captain needed support.
Annerie Dercksen at No.7 came
and hit Radha Yadav for two
sixes in the 32nd over to take the
total to 183/5 at the 35-over mark.
With Woolvaardt on 86, tension
grew in the stands.

The next over, Deepti dropped
a straight forward catch of
Dercksen off Renuka. But Deepti
yorked her to end the 61-run sev-
enth wicket stand. With 90
needed from 63 balls, Wolvaardt
on 100 and SA’s depth in batting,
the game seemed to be on bal-
ance, but Deepti made amends.

Shafali sizzles

But the story of the final was
Shafali. The 2l-year-old was
quick out of the blocks to provide
India a dream start, ensuring the
team didn’t feel the absence of
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the in-form Pratika, who was
ruled out due to an injury. After
Kapp started with a maiden to
Mandhana, Shafali advanced to
the first ball she faced off
Ayabonga Khaka to drive the ball
between point and cover point to
get the crowd into the mood
early. Next over, when Khaka
strayed on to the pads, she was
flicked for another boundary.

With the India opener looking
to advance to convert the length,
SA keeper Sinalo Jafta came for-
ward to stand up to the stumps,
but it had little effect on Shafali.
She continued to play her
strokes, picking successive fours
off Kapp with a cover drive and a
flick, in the fifth over of the
innings. She completed her 50 off
49 balls.

Pacer Nadine de Klerk and
spinner Luus were effortlessly
hit down the ground for sixes
before falling to a tired shot,
caught at mid-off off Khaka.

While Shafali took on the
bowlers early, Smriti controlled
her attacking instincts on the
way to a 56-ball 44 (8x4). Just
when she looked to accelerate,
Smriti was caught behind trying
to cut spinner Chloe Tryon.

Put into bat, the hosts were
mainly focussed on negating the
threat of Kapp.

The South African new ball
bowler had run through the
England side in the semi-finals
with a fifer, but did not get any
early seam movement and even-
tually could not make an impres-
sion on the India batters. In the
final, she returned figures of 10-1-
59-0.

“Honestly, this is feeling like a
dream because we have not been
able to come out of that emotion.
Feeling really nice I could con-
tribute this way in a World Cup
final,” player of the tournament
Deepti said.

Amanjot Kaur celebrates after running out South Africa’s

Tazmin Brits with a direct throw. PTI
SCORECARD

INDIA - TBrits run out 23(35)
SMandhana cJaftab Tryon  45(58) : ABosch Ibw b Charani 0(6)
S Verma ¢ Luus b Khaka 87(78)  Sluusc&b Shafali 25(31)
JRodrigues ¢ W'ardt bKhaka 24 (37)  : MKapp cRicha b Shafali 4(5)
H Kaur b Mlaba 20(29) : SJaftacRadhab Deepti 16 (29)
D Sharma run out 58(58) : ADercksen b Deepti 35(37)
AKaur c &b deKlerk 12(14) : CTryonlbw b Deepti 9(8)
R Ghosh ¢ Dercksenb Khaka 34 (24) : NdeKlerk c Harman b Deepti 18 (19)
R Yadav not out 3(3) : AKhakarunout 1(7)
Extras(Ib2,nb1,w12) 15 NMlabanot out 0(0)
Total (for 7 wkts, 50 ovs) 298 : Extras(nb2,w12) 14
FoW: 1-104, 2-166, 3-171, 4-223,5-245,  : Total (all out, in 45.3 ovs) 246
6-292,7-298 : Fow: 1-51, 2-62, 3-114, 4-123, 5-148,
Bowling: Kapp 10-1-59-0, Khaka 9-0-  : 6-209, 7-220, 8-221, 9-246
58-3, Mlaba 10-0-47-1, de Klerk 9-0- - Bowling: Renuka 8-0-28-0,
52-1, Luus 5-0-34-0, Tryon 7-0-46-1. . Kranti3-0-16-0, Amanjot 4-0-34-0,
........................................  Deepti 9.3-0-39-5, Charani 9-0-48-,
SOUTH AFRICA * Radha 5-0-45-0, Shafali 7-0-36-2
L W'ardt c Amanjot b Deepti 101(98) : INDIA WON BY 52 RUNS

South Africa skipper Laura Wolvaardt is dejected as she walks

back after scoring 101 off 98 in the final on Sunday.
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NAVI MUMBAI: Shafali Verma
would always remain in the
scheme of things. Shafali Verma
wasn'’t picked for the World Cup.
The former was a statement from
Chief selector Neetu David. The
latter, a fact.

Aska celebrated prodigy, axed
from a home World Cup, to seek
meaning in one of the two. Verma
did not make any public com-
ments after being dropped, but
you couldn’t fault her if she might
have struggled to see the glass
half full.

It was good Verma wasn’t
stuck lounging on her sofa ,
watching her teammates experi-
ence a groundswell of support
around the country. To her good
fortune, the domestic senior T20
competition was in progress,
where the Haryana powerhouse
made the opposing bowlers bear
the brunt. Those 341 runs, averag-
ing 56 at a SR of 182 came in
handy when Verma found herself
centre stage on Sunday, playing
the biggest final of not just her
life, but each of her teammates as
well.

One would have to be some
player to keep Shafali Verma out
of the playing squad. With her
308 tournament runs, Pratika
Rawal showed she was that
player. She had spunk too. Rawal
over Verma wasn'’t just one over
the other, it was the Indian select-
ors picking a certain batting phi-
losophy over the other.

Verma was 17 when she was
picked for the 2022 ODI World
Cup in New Zealand. At the time,
she was given the licence to thrill
- happy days when you are not
being judged. Three years down
the line, the selectors were not
convinced Verma’s high-risk
game was worthy of being
rewarded over Rawal, who was
steadier, more organized, and
better suited to build partner-
ships with the team’s best batter
Smriti Mandhana. With her hun-
dred against New Zealand, Rawal
exemplified what she offered. But
the Delhi girl had a cruel twist
waiting in store, and a second
chance on offer for Verma.

Rawal’s ankle gave in. Verma
had to step up. A low score in the
historic semi-final win against
Australia meant, echoes of ‘look
Shafali is not there yet’ picked up
pace.

But in the final, shot-by-shot,
over-after-over, with her check
drives and flicks, swift rotation of
strike, constant self talk, Verma
was redeeming herself in the best
possible fashion. On the grandest
of stages, the 21-year-old was try-
ing to show the world that she
belonged.

In her 100-run opening part-
nership with Mandhana, Verma
outscored her senior partner; she

India’s Shafali Verma celebrates after taking a wicket against

South Africa at the DY Patil Stadium on Sunday.

did it without going excessively
aerial. She was playing the situa-
tion, trying to build an opening
stand that would force the oppo-
sition into submission. It helped
that Verma had Mandhana’s con-
stant counsel.

As soon as the left-hander left
in the 17th over, Verma began
chancing her arm a little more.
She got a reprieve on 56 in the
same over. It didn’t help that
around the same time, she began
to feel cramps. The pitch also
began to show a slower streak. In
the bargain to push the issue,
Verma had to leave on 87 (78b,
7x4,6x2) holing out to mid-off.
But not before she became the
youngest batter to score a fifty in
an ODI World Cup final and
enthrall the 45,000 strong capac-
ity Navi Mumbai crowd.

If you thought she was pretty
much done for the night at that
point, you wouldn’t have been
alone. But with Laura Wolvaardt
and Sune Luus putting together a
50-run stand, Harmanpreet
decided to trust fate and Shafali
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again. It took her two balls to
effect a breakthrough -- Luus pat-
ted one back to the bowler. And
then, with the first ball of her sec-
ond over, she had Marizanne
Kapp caught down the leg side.
Seven balls, two wickets and
Verma in her own indomitable
way gave the hosts a chance to
seize control

There’s plenty more to learn
for the powerhouse of talent from
Rohtak, but when she is on song,
there’s no one quite like her. She
showed that again by finishing as
India’s top-scorer with her career-
best 87 in their total of 298 and
then with her career-best bowling
figures of 2/36.

With her performance on the
big stage, returning from the
obscurity of domestic action,
Verma once again showed why
she’s worth persisting with.

On her return to the spotlight,
Verma had said, “God had sent
me here to do something good.”
Every Indian supporter would
feel that she has certainly fulfilled
her destiny.
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Daksh Goyal

Ashaman Singh Daksh Goyal Scored full point

p
2
@' Chess Tournament B
4

Vatsal Singla

Atharv Gururaj )
Kulkarni Vatsal Singla | Scored full point

Madhavansh
Mittal

Seed | Player Name

p FM Daaevik

Wadhawan

2 Daksh Goyal

3 | Vatsal Singla
4

Maahavansn

T YN

Atharv Handa | Madhavansh Mittal

Scored full point

Winner

FM Daaevik
Wadhawan

Opponent Name Remarks

Ayansh Gangil Scored full point

Devak Mittal Daksh Goyal Scored full point

Naman Garg Vatsal Singla | Scored full point

Rey“’"g"“’"‘s"ek Madhavansh Mittal | Scored full point
upta



