
feel his abilities have dimin-
ished a bit. Simultaneously, the
RP Singh-led selection commit-
tee is keen on infusing young
blood into the team, keeping in
mind the World Cup and Asian
Games next year in addition to
the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics.

Rajinder and Raj Kumar have
not only delivered on the
domestic scene but also at the

kept wickets for two innings and 
scored an impressive 90 in the sec-
ond to help chase down 275. The 
COE, formerly National Cricket 
Academy, was Pant’s centre for 
rehab. 

“For the first six weeks, you
have to let the (foot) fracture heal 
properly and then report to the 
CoE. Thankfully, the healing went
well. I started my rehab gradually.
In the early days, there was a lot of
physiotherapy and careful moni-
toring. Once I regained some 
mobility, I began focusing on 
building strength, which marked 
the start of the second phase. Right
now, I’m happy to say that I’m fully
recovered, and I owe a big thanks 
to the CoE staff for helping me 
through it,” he recently told BCCI 
TV.

“Being positive is really a mind-

set thing. During an injury, it’s easy
to lose motivation. Your energy 
levels drop, and frustration builds
up. But if you can find small things
that make you feel good, it’s 
important to hold onto them, espe-
cially when you’re going through 
that period.” Pant’s return adds a 
completely different layer to 
India’s batting. It lifts India’s ability
to counter spin significantly.

South Africa would suddenly
think twice whether to play two of
their left-arm unorthodox spin-
ners Keshav Maharaj and Senuran
Muthusamy together. Should they
square up against Pant in the mid-
dle phase, the attacking batter 
could potentially steal the advan-
tage by constantly advancing 
down the track.

His return adds to India’s left-
hand heavy batting order with Sai

Sudharsan at No.3 before him and
Ravindra Jadeja and Washington
Sundar coming in after. Given his
ability to defend tightly and bring 
out inventive strokes means that 
there’s no one like Pant. Spectators
in Kolkata and Guwahati, hosting
its maiden Test match, would wel-
come his return.

Shami ignored
The other change in the Indian 
squad is pacer Akash Deep return-
ing from his back injury in place of
Prasidh Krishna. Akash Deep 
being picked ahead of Mohammed
Shami is a setback to the experi-
enced pacer’s efforts to comeback
after nearly two and half years.

Chief selector Ajit Agarkar has
been vocal about Shami’s lack of 
readiness for a Test comeback, 
specifically for the England tour 

where his services could have 
been vital. 

In response, Shami hasn’t held
back either. He bowled 93 overs in
three Ranji Trophy outings and 
claimed 15 wickets - despite going
wicketless in the last match 
against Tripura after a 5-fer 
against Gujarat.

But with Mohammed Siraj hav-
ing become a regular fixture in 
Shami’s absence as Jasprit Bum-
rah’s fast bowling partner, the 
selectors, it is understood, were 
not keen to bring back Shami, only
as a squad reserve.

With India expected to play
their next Test after this series, 
only next August in Sri Lanka, it 
remains to be seen if the man with
one of the most upright seam in 
the game will get another chance 
at all at the highest level.

Rasesh Mandani 

rasesh.mandani@htlive.com

MUMBAI:  The falling ramp shot 
will be back and so will the stump
mic one-liners. The upcoming 
India-South Africa Test series has
received a big boost with the 
return of a fit-again Rishabh Pant.

India’s Test vice-captain was
named in the 15-men squad on 
Wednesday for the two Tests at 
home starting November 14 in 
Kolkata. Pant replaces N Jagad-
eesan, who was a backup to Dhruv
Jurel in the last series against West
Indies.

Pant’s last sighting in interna-
tional cricket was him hobbling to
the crease with a broken foot and 
adding crucial first innings runs 
after the injury he suffered during
the Manchester Test against 
England in July. Before that injury
ruled him out in the 4th of the epic
five-Test saga against England, 
Pant was at his free-flowing best 
with his 479 runs in seven innings
including two hundreds. 

Pant has had his share of mis-
fortunes with injuries, but to his 
credit, he has come back stronger
each time. After the life-threaten-
ing road accident he suffered in 
late 2022 that forced him on the 
long road to recovery, he made a 
successful return after fifteen 
months. His stats on return - 14 
Tests, 1156 runs, 46.24 average - 
show that he never lost his touch.

His numbers have improved
marginally from before and with 
the left-hander now consistently 
batting at No.5, he’s also become 
the most vital balancing force in 
India’s playing eleven. Although 
Jurel impressed with a hundred 
against West Indies, he may have 
to return to the bench given India’s
preference of playing the extra all-
rounder in home conditions.

Pant’s match fitness has already
been assessed during the four-day
India A-South Africa A match, last
week at the Centre of Excellence 
ground in Bengaluru where he 

Pant back for the SA Tests 

but Shami’s wait continues
India’s vice-captain 
returns to the line-up 
after an injury layoff 
for the series against 
the world champions

India A captain Rishabh Pant 
during their match against 
South Africa A in Bengaluru. PTI

INDIA’S TEST 
SQUAD
Shubman Gill (C), 
Rishabh Pant (WK) (VC), 
Yashasvi Jaiswal, 
KL Rahul, Sai Sudharsan, 
Devdutt Padikkal, Dhruv 
Jurel, Ravindra Jadeja, 
Washington Sundar, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Axar 
Patel, Nitish Kumar 
Reddy, Mohammed 
Siraj, Kuldeep Yadav, 
Akash Deep

Somshuvra Laha

somshuvra.laha@htlive.com

KOLKATA: Series levelled, India 
will aim to take the lead in the 
fourth T20I in Queensland 
against a relatively weaker Aus-
tralia after they released some of
their top stars for the Ashes 
series that starts on November 21.
Their squad depth is still remark-
able though. Glenn Maxwell, 
who was out due to a wrist 
injury, is expected to return but 
more interesting is the anticipa-
tion that left-arm seamer Ben 
Dwarshuis is likely to bowl with
the new ball. 

To those who closely follow
the Big Bash League, Dwarshuis
has been a phenomenon. He not
only swings the ball and wields 
excellent control but can also hit
the ball a fair distance. He was 
first selected for Australia as a 
23-year-old in 2017-18, but it 
wasn’t until 2022 that he finally 
made his debut. Only this year 
has he had a more regular run, 
impressing against South Africa
three months back with a string 
of allround performances. 

If he plays, Dwarshuis will
bring a natural left to left 
matchup against Abhishek 
Sharma who displayed a differ-
ent strain of batting in the Melb-
ourne T20I. 

It’s no secret that India depend
on Abhishek for quick starts but
the earnestness shown in just 
hanging around as long as possi-

ble with wickets falling around 
him makes his scalp all the more
valuable.

It’s still early summer in Aus-
tralia, and the Carrara Oval has 
only hosted two T20Is before, but
there is little doubt that seam 
bowlers will continue to get 
some help. Putting runs on the 
board is important, but both 
sides will look to pack their sides
with match-winning bowlers, 
given an unbeatable series lead is
on the line. 

It brings the focus back on
whether India will continue with
Arshdeep Singh after his Player-
of-the-Match performance in 
Hobart. Arshdeep has had a 
strange T20I career – the only 
Indian with more than 100 wick-
ets and yet not a first choice in 
the eleven because India can’t 
field him and Kuldeep Yadav 
together. 

“I think Arshdeep is experi-
enced, he understands that there
is also a bigger picture where we
are trying different combina-
tions,” India bowling coach 
Morne Morkel said on Wednes-
day. “He knows he is a world-
class bowler, he has taken the 
most wickets for us in the Power-
play, so we know how valuable 
he is to the team. But for us on 
the day, on this tour, it is also just
to have a look at other combina-
tions, and he understands that.”

With just a few months left for
the T20 World Cup, the road to 
selection can’t be easy for the 

players in the mix, said Morkel. 
“There will always be disappoint-
ment in terms of selection, but 
that is something that at times as
a player is uncontrollable. From
our side, we just keep on asking 
them to work hard and try hard 
and be ready for when they do 
get the opportunity. There are 
limited games now leading into 
the World Cup, so it is important
for us to see how guys can react 
in certain situations under pres-
sure, otherwise it will be 
unknown for us.”

The spin combinations are
more or less set but India still 
look unsure about the allrounder
options. Nitish Reddy has been 
injury prone, and if he is finally 
ready for some game time, India
get to test an alternative to 
Shivam Dube who hasn’t bowled
much. “You need to have options
available,” said Morkel. “Every 
team, if you look across the 
world, are playing around with 
options. We will probably know 
one or two combinations that we
set, but in this game you need to
be adaptable, know where cer-
tain players can give you options
in different roles.

“And with a World Cup
around the corner, you don’t 
want to leave any stone 
unturned. You do not want to sit
two years down the line and say,
‘if only we tried that or give this 
combination a bit more time, it 
would have developed’. So yes, it
is about playing it smartly.”

India look to seal T20I 

series versus Australia

Abhishek Sharma in action during the T20I series against Australia. AFP

Sandip Sikdar

sandip.sikdar@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Graham Reid had
shocked the Indian hockey eco-
system four years ago when he
had selected a six-match-old
Shamsher Singh over the much
more experienced Akashdeep
Singh for the Tokyo Olympics.

The former India chief coach
had a lot of faith in the attacking
midfielder’s skill and speed.
And the gamble had paid off as
the boy from the border village
of Attari in Punjab helped India
win an Olympic hockey medal
after a gap of 41 years.

Having displayed his useful-
ness upfront with a knack of
creating goals or earning pen-
alty corners (PC), Shamsher
became the side’s lynchpin,
cementing his spot in the India
team to win medals at every
major competition since then,

including the Paris Olympics.
But the 28-year-old has now

fallen out of favour with the
selectors. With new players like
Rajinder Singh or Raj Kumar
Pal among others emerging in
the midfield, two-time Olympic
bronze medallist Shamsher has
lost his spot in the squad. Not
just that, he recently was not
even selected for the 33 core
probables for the ongoing
national camp in Bengaluru.

“It is the selectors’ decision.
They want to give chances to
youngsters. I will just do what is
in my hands and continue play-
ing. I will continue working
hard. I will try and perform in
the Hockey India League (HIL),”
said Shamsher, who has played
111 internationals.

Shamsher’s creativity, ability
to find openings and make inci-
sive passes were his strengths.
But perhaps the selectors now

international level with the lat-
ter playing a crucial role in last
year’s Olympics.

But what comes to Sham-
sher’s aid is his experience,
using which he can reignite that
spark, the creativity that helped
him bulldoze through the sen-
iors to solidify his place in the
team. “We should always be
hopeful. Only then can we play
well. I will analyse my game, see
the areas where I can do better,
perhaps do more in the attack.
The main thing is I keep my fit-
ness at a level where I can per-
form well,” said Shamsher, who
is a DSP with Punjab Police.

A product of the Surjit Singh
Hockey Academy, Shamsher is
eyeing the HIL to showcase his
skills from where he can make a
return to the Indian team. First
rusher Amit Rohidas is perhaps
the best example of a player
whose career was resurrected

by the HIL. After playing a few
games for India in 2013-14, the
Odisha player was out of reck-
oning for three-and-a-half
years. But Rohidas’ title winning
campaign in 2017 helped the
32-year-old make a comeback to
the Indian team in 2017. He has
not looked back since.

Shamsher was retained by
Delhi SG Pipers for the second
edition of the revamped league
to be held from Jan 3-26 in
Chennai, Ranchi and Bhubanes-
war. The midfielder will look to
change the fortune of the fran-
chise which finished eighth last
year without a win in 10 games.

“Last time, we had some
issues. Many foreign players
backed out just before the
league started which compro-
mised our plans and strategy.
Many players played out of posi-
tions. But this time everything is
sorted,” said Shamsher.

Midfielder Shamsher eyes India return via HIL

Shamsher Singh. HI

·FFSX°Fe¹F IY´FFÀF d³F¦F¸F d»Fd¸FMZXOX
(·FFSX°F ÀFSXIYFSX IYF CX´FIiY¸F, ½FÀÂF ¸FaÂFF»F¹F)

kIY´FFÀF ·F½F³Fl, ´»FFGMX IiY. 3-A, ÀFZ¢MXSX-10, ÀFe¶FeOXe ¶FZ»FF´FbSX
³F½Fe ¸Fba¶FBXÊX - 400614

IY´FFÀF dIYÀFF³FûÔ ÀFZ A´Fe»F
½F°FÊ¸FF³F IY´FFÀF ¸FüÀF¸F 2025-26 ¸FZÔ dIYÀFF³FûÔ õXFSXF IY´FFÀF IYe d¶FIiYe, slot booking IZY ¸FF²¹F¸F ÀFZ ´FiFSaX·F IYSX Qe ¦FBXÊX WX`XÜ
Ad²FIY ÀFZ Ad²FIY dIYÀFF³F ³¹Fc³F°F¸F ÀF¸F±FÊ³F ¸Fc»¹F (MSP) ¹FûªF³FF IYF »FF·F CXNXF ÀFIZÔY, BXÀFIZY d»FE ·FFSX°Fe¹F IY´FFÀF d³F¦F¸F
(CCI) ³FZ £FSXeQ IZÔYýi £Fû»F³FZ IZY d»FE ¸FF³FQaOX d³F²FFÊdSX°F dIYE WX`ÔXÜ BX³F ¸FF³FQaOX IZY A³FbÀFFSX, 11 IY´FFÀF CX°´FFQIY SXFª¹FûÔ ¸FZÔ 570
£FSXeQ IZÔYýi À±FFd´F°F dIYE ¦FE WX`ÔXÜ
d³F¦F¸F õXFSXF SXFª¹FûÔ IZY A³FbSXû²F E½Fa dIYÀFF³FûÔ IYe ÀFbd½F²FF IYû ²¹FF³F ¸FZÔ SXJ°FZ WbXE, Kapas Kisan App ´FSX À½F¹Fa ´FaªFeIYSX¯F
IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F 31 A¢°Fc¶FSX, 2025 ÀFZ ¶FPÞXFIYSX 31 dQÀFa¶FSX, 2025 IYSX Qe ¦FBÊ W`XÜ
¦Fb¯F½FØFF ¸FF³FIYûÔ IZY Aa°F¦FÊ°F ¹FWX ´FiF½F²FF³F WX`X dIY ¹FdQ IY´FFÀF ¸FZÔ ³F¸Fe IYe ¸FFÂFF 8% ÀFZ Ad²FIY ³FWXeÔ WX`, °Fû
dIYÀFF³FûÔ IYû ³¹Fc³F°F¸F ÀF¸F±FÊ³F ¸Fc»¹F (MSP) IYF ´Fc¯FÊ ·Fb¦F°FF³F dIY¹FF ªFFE¦FFÜ dIY³°Fb ¹FdQ ³F¸Fe IYe ¸FFÂFF 8% ÀFZ Ad²FIY WXûIYSX
12% °FIY WX`X, °Fû 8% ÀFZ Ad²FIY ³F¸Fe IYe ¸FFÂFF IZY A³Fb´FF°F ¸FZÔ IYMXü°Fe IYSXIZY MSP IYF ·Fb¦F°FF³F dIY¹FF ªFFE¦FFÜ
A°F: d³F¦F¸F ÀF·Fe IY´FFÀF dIYÀFF³FûÔ ÀFZ A´Fe»F IYSX°FFX WX`X dIY ½FZ IY´FFÀF IYû ÀFb£FFIYSX WXe IZÔYýi ´FSX »FFEa °FFdIY Ad°FdSX¢°F ³F¸Fe IZY
IYFSX¯F IYûBXÊX IYMXü°Fe ³F WXûÜ °F±FFd´F, dIYÀFe ·Fe dÀ±Fd°F ¸FZÔ IY´FFÀF ¸FZÔ ³F¸Fe IYe ¸FFÂFF 12% ÀFZ Ad²FIY ³FWXeÔ WXû³Fe ¨FFdWXEÜ
¹FdQ dIYÀFe ·Fe ´FiIYFSX IYe ÀFWXF¹F°FF IYe AF½FV¹FIY°FF WXû, °Fû dIYÀFF³F, d³F¦F¸F IZY ¸Fb£¹FF»F¹F IZY Whatsapp WZX»´F»FFBX³F ³Fa¶FSX
7718955728 ´FSX ÀFa´FIYÊY IYSX ÀFIY°FZ WX`ÔX ¹FF ÀFa¶Fad²F°F SXFª¹F ¸FZÔ d³F¦F¸F IYe VFF£FF ÀFZ d³F¦F¸F IYe ½FZ¶FÀFFBXMX
(https://cotcorp.org.in) ´FSX CX´F»F¶²F WhatsApp WZX»´F»FFBX³F ³Fa¶FSX IZY ¸FF²¹F¸F ÀFZ ÀFa´FIYÊYIYSX ÀFIY°FZ WX`ÔXÜ

¸Fb£¹F ¸FWXF´Fi¶Fa²FIY (d½F´F¯F³F)

Assam Integrated River Basin Management Program (AIRBMP)
Assam State Disaster Management Authority (ASDMA)

04th Floor, Monal Tower, GS Road, Dispur, Guwahati-781006, Assam, India
Notice inviting Tender (NIT)

The Chief Executive Officer, Assam State Disaster Management Authority invites bids for the following assignments through
e-procurement process (Single Stage Two Envelope Bidding Process):

Sr.
No. Assignment Name Download Start Date

and Time
Download End Date

and Time

1

Procurement of Civil Works for new multi- purpose flood shelters
at 1 location in Sivasagar District of Assam under Assam

Integrated River Basin Management Project (AIRBMP) through
e-procurement

RFB Ref: IN-ASDMA-522114-CW-RFB

06/11/2025 at 15:00 Hours 27/11/2025 up to 15:00 Hours

2

Procurement of Civil Works for existing flood shelters at two
locations in lakhimpur District of Assam under Assam Integrated

River Basin Management Project through e-procurement
RFB Ref: IN-ASDMA-522115-CW-RFB

06/11/2025 at 15:00 Hours 06/12/2025 up to 11:00 Hours

3

Procurement of Civil Works for existing flood shelters at three
locations in Dibrugarh District of Assam under Assam Integrated

River BasinManagement Project through e-procurement
RFB Ref: IN-ASDMA-522116-CW-RFB

06/11/2025 at 15:00 Hours 06/12/2025 up to 11:30 Hours

Bids must be submitted online on the website https://assamtenders.gov.in. A complete set of bidding document including information
regarding the bid security etc., may be downloaded by interested eligible bidders from the website. The bidders are required to obtain
Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) for uploading the bid document on the portal https://assamtenders.gov.in. Any amendment/corrigendum
in future against the above tenders/assignments shall be uploaded in https://assamtenders.gov.in only

DIPR /CF/HT/2475/6-Nov-25 Project Director, ASDMA
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