
He added, “On Thursday, we
received information from GTB
Hospital that Salman had suc-
cumbed to his injuries. The
post-mortem report of the
deceased is awaited. Teams
have been deployed to identify
and apprehend the suspects
involved in the crime. Further
investigation is on.”

Sohail, a labourer, told HT on
Friday, “Salman and I were
standing near the Bhopura toll
plaza when our friend Ritik

flyover, a man had sustained
severe head injuries. The com-
plainant, 26-year-old Sohail
Mohammad, reported that
while making a reel on the fly-
over, a scuffle broke out
between two groups, during
which his friend Salman sus-
tained injuries. Salman was
immediately taken to GTB Hos-
pital in an unconscious state. A
case was lodged under Section
110 of the BNS (attempt to com-
mit culpable homicide).”

While some changes have been 
made over the years, more action
is needed, particularly to manage
congestion and movement of 
buses better,” said Sunil Dahiya, 
founder and lead analyst at the 
think-tank Envirocatalysts.

Dahiya dismissed the notion
that the higher AQI was due to the
continuous ambient air quality 
monitoring station (CAAQMS) 
being located adjacent to the 
ISBT, attributing higher pollution
to other sources. 

“Road dust remains an issue
and in particular, if there is con-
struction being undertaken in the

area. We also have some back-
ground emissions from industries
operating on the UP side, not too 
far from here,” he said, calling for
a localised plan which improves 
traffic management and cracks 
down on individual sources. 

CPCB data showed Anand
Vihar’s AQI was 404 (“severe”) on
Diwali (October 20), 332 (“very 
poor”) on October 21, 390 (“very 
poor”) on October 22, and 410 
(severe) on October 23. 

This is likely to rise even fur-
ther in the coming days, as mete-
orological conditions gradually 
worsen and mercury dips, leading

to an accumulation of pollutants.
While PM2.5 (particulate matter 
having a diameter of 2.5 microns
or less) was the primary pollutant
on October 21, indicating fire-
crackers were at play, PM10 has 
been the lead pollutant on every 
day since October 9, indicating 
dust in particular is impacting the
air. 

Real-time data from the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee 
(DPCC) website showed high 
PM10 levels in the area, with the 
24-hour average PM10 concentra-
tion shooting up to 655 micro-
grams per cubic metre (µg/m3) on

Thursday, which is over six times
the national standard of 100µg/
m3. 

Since Diwali, the highest
hourly peak was 1,824 µg/m3, 
logged at 2am on October 21. 

Meanwhile, PM2.5 data was
missing for the station between 
11pm on October 20 and 10am on
October 24 on the DPCC website.
HT on October 21 reported how 
only nine of Delhi’s 39 stations 
had complete data for Diwali 
night and the day after, with the 
remaining stations all having 
gaps, including the one at Anand
Vihar. 

Jasjeev Gandhiok
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NEW DELHI: Even in Delhi – a city
that has earned grim global rec-
ognition for its pollution – Anand
Vihar stands apart. While the 
Capital has long been a caution-
ary tale for pollution, this chaotic
part of east Delhi has emerged as
an even more polluted anomaly 
within the city.

Post-monsoon showers in the
first half of October kept Delhi’s 
skies blue and the air quality 
index (AQI) between “satisfac-
tory” and “moderate” levels, 
according to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) data. But 
not in Anand Vihar. 

On October 13, when Delhi’s
average AQI was 189 (“moder-
ate”), Anand Vihar’s monitor reg-
istered 346 – deep in the “very 
poor” zone. Over the next week, 
even as citywide levels crept from
“moderate” to “poor,” Anand 
Vihar’s numbers hovered more 
than 100 points higher, sliding 
from “very poor” to “severe.” 

Then on October 19, even
before firecrackers began to dom-
inate the city’s emission load, 
Anand Vihar’s AQI had soared to
423, marking its first foray into 
the “severe” level. In comparison,
Delhi’s average AQI that day was
296.

On Diwali night, while Delhi’s
AQI soared to 345 (“very poor”), 
the same figure in Anand Vihar 
was around 50 points higher 
(404, in the “severe” zone again).

Localised factors
An east Delhi pollution hub, being
a melting pot of railway station, 
interstate bus terminal (ISBT), 
industrial roads and roads unfit to
cater to its footfall, Anand Vihar 
comfortably experiences the 
worst-end of the pollution spec-
trum, experts said.

“You have the ISBT, the railway
station and the metro station, 
which draws in a lot of passenger
traffic and movement of buses. 

No quick remedy
Anand Vihar is among the 13 pol-
lution hot spots identified jointly 
by the DPCC and CPCB in 2018, 
based on the annual PM2.5 con-
centration, which is higher than 
Delhi’s mean PM2.5. The other 
hot spots are Mundka, Wazirpur,
Jahangirpuri, RK Puram, Rohini,
Punjabi Bagh, Okhla, Bawana, 
Vivek Vihar, Narela, Ashok Vihar
and Dwarka.

Anumita Roychowdhury, exec-
utive director, research and advo-
cacy at the Centre for Science and
Environment (CSE), said the area
requires stringent source-based 
action to reduce the impact of 
localised pollution sources. 

“Anand Vihar is a very com-
plex land-use with diverse and 
concentrated polluting activities.
The combined presence of ISBT, 
railway station, and metro station
on one side and the Ghaziabad 
bus terminal across the border, 
lead to very high footfall and traf-
fic movement. Heavy-duty traffic,
buses and trucks, on National 
Highway 9 and NH 24 contribute
substantially to pollution levels. 
This is further compounded by 
the emissions from the industrial
areas of Sahibabad in Ghaziabad
and the Patparganj in Delhi,” Roy-
chowdhury said, adding that the 
Ghazipur landfill site nearby adds
to the challenge. 

Locals, meanwhile, said that
despite assurances to regulate 
traffic, congestion continues to 
choke the area. “The biggest con-
tributor to pollution in the area is
the ISBT and railway station. You
have buses constantly moving or
causing snarls. There is also an 
ISBT on the UP side which equally
impacts the air here,” said Vinod 
Kumar, who is the RWA presi-
dent of DDA flats in Anand Vihar.

Kumar said traffic has been
particularly worse over the past 
couple of weeks, due to the festive
rush. “All of these factors com-
bine to make this a chaotic area, 
full of dust and vehicular emis-
sions,” Kumar said.

Anand Vihar remains notorious 
hot spot of localised air pollution
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NEW DELHI: After four consecu-
tive days of “very poor” air,
increased wind speed improved
the air quality in the Capital to
the “poor” level, leading Delhi to
clock a 24-hour average air qual-
ity index (AQI) reading of 275,
according to the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board’s (CPCB’s)
daily bulletin. The AQI a day
prior was 305 (“very poor”.)

Throughout the day, the real-
time air quality continued to
improve; it was 290 at 9am, 286
at 11am and 272 at 6pm.

An AQI of 51 to 100 is classi-
fied as “satisfactory”, 101 to 200 is
classified as “moderate”, 201 to
300 is classified as “poor”, 301 to
400 is classified as “very poor”
and over 400 is “severe”, as per
the CPCB. 

According to CPCB data for

Friday, 38 air quality stations
were active in Delhi and of them,
the one at Anand Vihar ,
remained in the “severe” range
throughout the day, with an AQI
of 407 (“severe”) at 6pm, in con-
trast to “poor” or “very poor”
readings across
other zones.

However, the
overall improve-
ment is likely to
remain short-lived,
according to fore-
casts.

The Air Quality
Early Warning Sys-
tem (AQEWS) for
Delhi suggests that the AQI
might return to “very poor” level
over the next few days.“The air
quality is very likely to be in the
poor category on Saturday. The
air quality is very likely to be in
the very poor category from Sun-
day to Monday. The outlook for

the subsequent six days is that
the air quality is likely to be in
the very poor to poor category,”
the AQEWS bulletin on Friday
evening read.

Sunil Dahiya, founder and
lead analyst at the think-tank

Envirocatalysts, said,
“The wind speed had
picked up on Friday
morning,  but  is
expected to drop in the
evening hours. So, the
pollution level might
oscillate between poor
and very poor for the
next few days.”

Meanwhile, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has said that a western
disturbance is expected to start
influencing the region from
Monday.

“A fresh western disturbance
likely to impact Western Himala-
yan Region and adjoining north-

ern plains of India from October
27 to morning of October 29.
Under its influence, possibility of
one or two spells of very light
rain or drizzle is likely over Delhi
from evening of October 27 to
morning of October 28,” an IMD
official said.

Dahiya said that given the
western disturbance brings a
spell or two of very light to light
rain, air quality might see fur-
ther improvement. “However, if
there is no rain, the western dis-
turbance might actually bring
more dusty winds, which can
lead to a spike in pollution level,”
he said.

Delhi’s minimum tempera-
ture on Friday was 17 degrees
Celsius (°C), 0.2°C below normal,
which was down from the mini-
mum of 18.1°C recorded a day
before. The maximum tempera-
ture was 32.3°C, 0.5°C more than
the normal. 

{ SOME REPRIEVE } WINDY START A BUOY

Delhi’s air improves to ‘poor’

Air We 

Breathe

came running towards us. He
said he had gotten into a fight
with 3–4 men while making a
reel. We went to confront them.
They were shooting videos on
their bikes. Salman scolded
them, and they started abusing
us. He then took away their bike
keys to stop them from fleeing.
This angered the men, who
punched and kicked Salman.
They tried to push him off the
flyover and repeatedly smashed
his head against the railing until
he collapsed.”

Sohail said he and Ritik
rushed Salman to a private hos-
pital before he was shifted to
GTB Hospital.

Salman’s brother, Anan, said,
“My brother sells car parts and
is involved in scrap dealing. He
had stepped out after Diwali to
meet friends. They often make
short videos. I did not know this
would happen. He was only try-
ing to stop the men from shoot-
ing a reel. Why did they kill
him?”

Police said the accused, who
also live nearby, are being
traced.

Jignasa Sinha
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NEW DELHI: A 22-year-old man
was brutally assaulted to death,
and his friends gravely injured,
allegedly by a group of men they
confronted for making a short
video on the Nand Nagri flyover
on Tuesday. Police said the vic-
tim, identified as Salman Mush-
taq, succumbed to his injuries at
GTB Hospital two days after the
attack.

According to police, both
groups were shooting reels on
the flyover and clashed over
space. Salman allegedly pulled
out the key of a two-wheeler
used by one of the accused to
prevent him from fleeing. The
group then reportedly slammed
Salman’s head repeatedly
against the flyover railing, leav-
ing him critically injured.

Police on Friday said efforts
are underway to identify and
apprehend the suspects.

DCP (Northeast) Ashish
Mishra said, “On Tuesday, we
received information that dur-
ing a fight on the Nand Nagri

{ SOCIAL MEDIA FRENZY } YOUTH THRASHED

Groups clash over space for making 
reels atop flyover; 22-year-old killed

Reel making turns fatal endeavour

 Two groups get into an argument over 

shooting reel on the Nand Nagri flyover

 Mushtaq pulls out the key of a bike 

brought by the other group

 Group surrounds Mushtaq, slams his 

head repeatedly on flyover’s railing 

 Victim is admitted to GTB Hospital, 

succumbs two days later

What    

Fight over space 

for shooting reel 

turns physical

Victim  

Salman 
Mushtaq, 

succumbs to 

injuries on Thursday

The incident

—ASHISH MISHRA, DCP (NORTHEAST)

"...while making a reel on the flyover, a scuffle broke out 
between two groups, during which Salman sustained 
injuries. A case was lodged under Section 110 of the BNS 
(attempt to commit culpable homicide)”

When    

10.30pm, 
Tuesday
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